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Foreign Terrorist Organizations
The foreign terrorist organizations of focus are Islamic Jihad Union (IJU) and Real Irish Republican Army (RIRA) 
Islamic Jihad Union (IJU)
Location: IJU also known as al-Jihad or al-Slami, was founded in 2002 following a splint from the parent group, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. Its geographical locations are: Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Western Europe, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyztan, Pakistan, and Russia (Moussali, 2009). 
Membership: IJU has successfully managed to keep its membership and size as a secret (Moussali, 2009). However, it is expected to have a high membership because of the many countries of operation. In the past, IJU included a group of German nationals in their group.
Objective: This terrorist group aims to overthrow Uzbekistan government. To achieve this, the terrorists have been attacking the Nato forces in Afghanistan and the security forces of the Federally Administered tribal areas of Pakistan (Moussali, 2009).
Motivation: IJU is a close ally, the al-Qaeda, Haqqani network, and the Taliban (Moussali, 2009). The three terrorist groups motivate IJU financially.
Tactics: To execute their attacks, the IJU uses: low-intensity bomb attacks, firearm attacks, and vehicle-borne improvised explosive weapons.



Real Irish Republican Army (RIRA)
Location: Founded in 1997 as a political pressure group after splitting from the Provisional Irish Republican Army, RIRA has its geographical locations in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland (Akerman, 2016). 
Membership: The Irish government estimated the size of RIRA members to be more than a hundred. The group is very small and has encountered a myriad of setbacks, in particular from British Intelligence Services and the Irish Police. The group deployed 30 individuals from provisional IRA in Republic Ireland and some parts of Northern Ireland (Malesevic, 2018). However, RIRA has been proactive in hiring youths with less or no experience who are crucial in surging RIRA's agenda. 
Objectives: The RIRA aimed to stop the Northern Ireland peace process, and continue with the armed struggle with the British government as well as the other loyalists (Akerman, 2016). The key goal of the RIRA was total British withdrawal from the country.
Motivation: RIRA gets external aids and funding. RIRA was alleged to draw much of its funds from sympathizers in the U.S and also buying weapons from Americans' gun dealers. Additionally, the Balkans was suspected of selling sophisticated weapons to the RIRA group. Also, the Continuity Irish Republican Army constantly provided their support (Malesevic, 2018). Finally, hardliners and sympathizers dissatisfied with Sinn Fein's political party involvement in the peace-making process as well as IRA's ceasefire are expected to continue rallying their support. 
Tactics: to achieve their objectives, RIRA uses car bombs, improvised explosive devices, and firearms. 
Analysis
A comparison between IJU and RIRA terrorist groups reveals a myriad of similarities and differences. In relation to similarities, both terrorist organizations were formed to address political needs.  Second, to execute their attacks, they incorporate similar tactics such as firearms, car bombs, and improvised electronic devices. On the other hand, both groups portray a plethora of differences. First, the prime aim of the IJU is to overthrow the Uzbekistan government, while RIRA's primary grow was to push the British government out of Northern Ireland. 
Secondly, the size of the two groups differs significantly with IJU operating in a number of countries in central Asia, and RIRA operating mainly in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. However, this disparity resonates with my belief that an ethnic group plays a crucial part in the formation of a terrorist organization. For instance, IJU broad operational base is largely because of the Islamic co-operation. While there are records of people from Germany joining the IJU extremist groups, the majority of followers come from Islamic countries. Another conception I have about terrorist organizations is that when they achieve their objectives, or it is impossible to achieve the objectives, they tend to change their goals. For instance, at inception, IJU aimed at fighting the Uzbekistan government; however, there are records of their merger with al-Qaeda and other groups to fight the Islamic holy wars (Moussali, 2009). Therefore, terrorist organizations are formed to fulfill different goals; however, they might integrate similar tactics to achieve their objectives.
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